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Early Years Quality Fund Advisory Board Appointed 

 
The Hon Peter Garrett announced today the members of the Early Years Quality Fund (EYQF) Advisory 

Board. 

 

These members are expected to meet in the next few weeks, in the next steps towards securing secure 

improved wages for the early childhood education and care sector. 

 

Early Childhood Minister Peter Garrett said the seven members of the EYQF Advisory Board will help deliver 

better outcomes for both workers and the children in their care. 

 

Board members represent both employee and employer organisation and will bring a variety of expertise 

as they advise this Government in needs across the sector. 

 

Board Members are; 

Rachel Hunter – Chair, Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority 

Samantha Page – CEO, Early Childhood Australia 

Louise Tarrant – National Secretary, United Voice 

Julie Davison – CEO, Goodstart Early Learning 

Tom Hardwick – CEO, Guardian Childcare 

Prue Warrilow – National Convenor, Australian Community Children’s Services 

Jennifer Taylor – Department of Education Employment and Workplace Relations 

 

Through the fund, grants will be provided to services to offset the cost of employing a higher qualified 

workforce and ensure quality education and care is being delivered while maintaining affordability for 

parents. 

 

Eligible services will received grants to promote productivity and increase wages for employees with a 

Certificate III by $3 per hour from July 1 and there will be proportional increase for staff across the existing 

classification scale. 

 

Board members have had extensive experience in the child care sector and have been chosen to provide 

advice on the delivery of the fund to eligible services. 

 

A new Pay Equity Unit will also be established in the Fair Work Commission to look at matters related to 

pay equity under the Fair Work Act, Modern Award reviews and annual minimum wage decisions. 

 

The Minister said “We have listened to the sector and to parents and that’s why we introduced this fund to 

keep qualified, professional workers in the child care industry and acknowledging that more needs to be 

done”. 

 

“Today’s announcement of our expert board members is another important step towards equality for 

workers in this sector”. 

 

For further information please go to the following link http://ministers.deewr.gov.au/garrett/national-plan-

will-deliver-better-funding-all-schools 

 


